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Teenagers seek social connectedness and rely heavily on peer relationships and acceptance. 

Teachers can improve student outcomes by understanding what motivates teenagers today and by 

integrating digital production participation in the classroom. Using blog websites like a social media 

tool allows for authentic learning for students, increases student engagement in class and improves 

literacy skills, specifically digital literacy and writing skills. Students who create and maintain blog 

websites in the classroom take pride in their digital creations, work hard to present themselves 

positively through their websites and are motivated by public digital feedback from their peers. 

 

The fear of social media versus the potential benefits for teenagers 

Teenagers and their use of social media is a common source of moral panic and concern by parents, 

educators, the media and the general public. Teenagers engaged in social media are typically 

characterised by critics as attention-seeking, lonely and addicted youth, who put themselves in risky 

online situations (Ahn, 2011; Boyd, 2014; Valenzuela, Park, & Kee, 2009). This type of fear for youth 

and new technology is not new; the introduction of television and the Walkman stirred similar panic 

in the past about the potential of disengaging youth (Boyd, 2014; Valenzuela, Park, & Kee, 2009). A 

common result to this fear is blocked Internet access, a no-phone policy and continual 

discouragement of social media use at schools (Ahn, 2011).  Yet, teenagers continue to use social 

media. 

 

Teenagers use social media to connect with friends and to strengthen their relationships. Social 

media allows youth to increase their social connectedness through the maintenance of social capital, 

which results in increased well-being (Ahn, 2011; boyd, 2014; Dell'Antonia, 2015; Ellison, Steinfield, 

& Lampe, 2007; Ito et al., 2010; Valenzuela, Park, & Kee, 2009). Teenagers seek public life to gain a 

sense of self and to connect with friends; however, today’s culture often restricts teenagers from 

getting together easily and teenagers typically have less freedom now than in the past. Social media 

enables youth to engage in public life through self-presentation management and digital 

communication (Dell'Antonia, 2015; Boyd, 2014). Teenagers are able to communicate with friends 

and present themselves in a positive way through social media, such as Facebook, Instagram, Twitter 

and gaming forums. 
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Social media: a learning opportunity 

To improve student engagement teachers can leverage a teenager’s need for social connectedness 

by encouraging the use of social media and finding ways to integrate it into teaching and learning 

strategies. Integrating social media into teaching increases authentic, relevant learning and should 

improve student digital literacy knowledge (Henderson, Snyder, & Beale, 2013; Ito et al., 2010; 

Rahimi, van den Berg, & Veen, 2014). This requires that teachers do not assume that teenagers’ 

personal social media use means that they know how to use social media in a professional or 

educational context (Boyd, 2014; Henderson, Snyder, & Beale, 2013). Teachers need to guide 

students in digital production, online collaboration and online participation, while also taking the 

opportunity to teach about digital citizenship and the reasons for building a positive digital footprint. 

 

Edublogs: a tool for a digital social connectedness teaching strategy 

Finding a social media tool that is accessible from school can be difficult due to school-wide Internet 

blocks. Students’ personal smartphones could be used; however, there are many schools that do not 

allow phones in class, individual data allowances may be an issue and a few students may not have a 

personal phone. Edublogs is a blog-based digital tool that is accessible from school; it is well 

respected by educators and has the potential to be used like a social media tool.   

 

“Edublogs is the largest education blogging platform on the web” (Edublogs, 2015) and teachers can 

use this tool to engage students through a digital social connectedness teaching strategy. To create 

an Edublogs account is relatively easy due to its intuitive design. Teenagers are often keen to 

personalise their Edublogs websites with creative uses of digital resources, such as images, 

animation and text, creating a unique website that represents their personality and welcomes others 

to participate through comments and replies. Students write posts and webpage content on their 

Edublogs not just to communicate but also to connect with others (Richardson, 2010). Edublogs 

allows students to build an audience, communicate to peers and maintain a form of self-

presentation, which fulfils their needs for social connectedness, friendship building and peer 

acceptance at school (Ellison, Steinfield, & Lampe, 2007), as well as engaging them in learning in an 

authentic way (Richardson, 2010). When Edublogs is implemented in a classroom environment with 

a digital social connectedness teaching strategy, students feel more control over their own learning 

and are more likely to collaborate with peers online (Rahimi, van den Berg, & Veen, 2014).  
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Improving digital literacy and writing skills 

Using Edublogs like a social media tool can help engage students in learning by leveraging their 

needs for social connectedness; however, there are many other benefits for using Edublogs in 

education. Students can be tasked to write reflective posts about their own learning and to give 

feedback to other reflective posts written by their peers. Combined with explicit teaching of writing 

strategies in class, teachers should see improvements in student blog post writing due to the 

student’s increased engagement through the use of Edublogs and also their personal desire to 

present the best writing possible on a publicly accessible website. Students who reflect via blog 

posts are able to present their views through a variety of digital media, such as text, video, image 

and audio, increasing students’ experience with digital media presentation skills. Teachers will be 

able to guide students into understanding how digital technology, including social media, can be 

used in effective and meaningful ways, thus improving students’ digital literacy skills (Boyd, 2014; 

Richardson, 2010). Authentic demonstrations of how to critically analyse digital texts and visuals will 

be possible through explicitly teaching these skills and linking this to students’ blogs and comments. 

 

Edublogs: many benefits for the teacher 

Common reasons that discourage teachers to adopt digital tools relate to beliefs about increased 

workload and the need to acquire new digital skills (Henderson, Snyder, & Beale, 2013). However 

the benefits for teachers to use Edublogs in the classroom arguably outweigh these reasons. 

Edublogs is a digital tool that has the potential to be used collaboratively with students as learning 

designers (Sorensen & Levinsen, 2014) and used as a social media tool, which links authentically to 

students’ personal use of social media and to the digital global economy. Implementing such a digital 

tool in the classroom and requiring that every student use, participate in and produce content also 

minimises the digital divide by ensuring that all students have access to digital technology and digital 

learning (Cameron, Bennett, & Agostinho, 2011; OECD, 2010). Students also feel empowered by 

feeling that they are at the centre of learning (Rahimi, van den Berg, & Veen, 2014) and they are 

engaged with peers in a digitally connected way that also gives them control over their online self-

presentation (Boyd, 2014); teachers benefit when students feel empowered in their learning.  

 

The use of Edublogs allows teachers to give timely feedback and build on student-teacher 

relationships. Edublogs also helps with extending high achieving students by affording students the 

flexibility to create unique websites, to write communicatively to connect with others and to engage 

in meaningful online discussion through comment and reply functionality. Teachers that also adopt 

Edublogs for a content- and inquiry-driven teaching website are able to employ a flipped-classroom 
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style of teaching. Students’ are able to learn, communicate and collaborate online through the use 

of their teacher’s website or individual Edublogs in and outside of the classroom through any digital 

device connected to the Internet. 

 

Recommendations 

It is encouraged that teachers, schools and education departments consider the use of social media 

in schools. Many teenagers are actively using social media outside of the classroom and this affinity 

for social media could be leveraged to improve engagement in learning. Using Edublogs like a social 

media tool has the potential to engage students in learning and help increase their digital literacy 

and technology skills. 

 

The benefits of using Edublogs by students and teachers could be greatly improved with a school-

wide adoption. Edublogs offers this type of hosting, called CampusPress. If blogging was encouraged 

in every classroom and became a permanent practice for every student, then the benefits would be 

great. Teachers, parents and students could own a blog, comment and reply to each other and 

monitor for students who are not acting in a positive manner. Digital citizenship could be a positive 

goal upheld school-wide and then the potential for negative issues associated with being online 

might diminish. Also, the practice of continual reflection is a lifelong learning skill which should also 

help improve writing skills. 

 

Future work and the importance of digital learning 

The future of work in Australia is changing and job transformations are occurring due to an economy 

that is increasingly characterised by globalisation and technology (Foundation for Young Australians, 

2015).  It is imperative that students are skilled in digital technology and are digital media literate to 

be competitive in the future workforce. The push for integrating digital technology in education is 

seen worldwide in an effort to better prepare youth for future work (OECD, 2008). Integrating 

Edublogs in teaching is a way that teachers can help engage students in learning while incorporating 

explicit teaching to increase digital literacy and technology skills. These skills then help prepare 

students for meaningful uses of digital technology in their future work. 
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